[Drug-addicted prisoners: seroprevalence of human immunodeficiency virus and hepatitis B and C virus soon after the marketing of buprenorphine].
Considering the importance to public health and the frequency with which drug addicts are imprisoned, we studied the prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B virus (HBV) and hepatitis C virus (HCV), as well as drug addiction of patients admitted to the Elsau prison in Strasbourg (France). The prospective study included all entering inmates from 1 September to 31 October 1997 (270 persons) to whom HIV, HBV and HCV blood tests were offered as well as a questionnaire on their drug addiction. Thirty-six percent of the entering inmates were drug addicts, of whom 1% were HIV positive, 11.2% HBV positive and 30% HCV positive, compared to, respectively, 0.6, 9.9 and 6.4% for non-drug addicts. Ninety-five of the 98 patients used several drugs, including buprenorphine for 53 patients. At the beginning of this study, buprenorphine had been available in France for 9 months. The results are to be taken seriously regarding the misuse of this product in this selected population (intravenous use, multiple drug use, dealing).